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Current Moss Park Site

Proposed Area

The area proposed for redevelopment is bounded by Sherbourne 
Street on the east side, The Armoury on the west side, Queen Street 
East to the south and Shuter Street to the north.
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What’s Happening in Moss Park?

John Innes Community Centre, Moss Park Arena and the park 
space around them have been fixtures of the Moss Park community 
for decades. (John Innes was built in 1951, while the Arena was 
constructed during the 1970s.) The City and The 519 are now 
partnering to complete a study of the feasibility of redeveloping 
them.

The goals of the project are to improve facilities, programs 
and services, and to create new buildings and spaces that are 
welcoming, equitable and accessible for all. So it’s critical that 
local communities play a role in shaping them. Moss Park’s current 
facilities and spaces — and the programs offered in them — play an 
important role in the lives of the people who use them, and both the 
City and The 519 are committed to seeking ideas and advice to help 
build a shared vision for the future.

To gather those ideas, the More Moss Park public consultation team 
is employing a broad range of innovative consultation activities, 
from community roundtables to on-the-ground, direct engagement 
techniques to ensure that all voices are heard, particularly those of 
marginalized and underserved residents, whose experiences aren’t 
always included in conversations about change and redevelopment. 

Critical to this process is a group of 
five Community Organizers who are 
working full-time to intentionally build 
and strengthen relationships with these 
communities, meeting them where 
they gather and where they live to talk 
about their needs and priorities. This 
comprehensive, wide-reaching approach 
will continue from now through the end 
of September. Responsive, inclusive 
public consultation will ensure that the 
new facilities serve all communities; it 
will also mitigate the impact that change 
and growth might otherwise have on 
marginalized communities in the area.

Everyone who uses Moss Park — or would 
like to use it — is invited to share ideas 
and perspectives. When communities 
come together to discuss how we can 
shape the future together — and preserve 
what’s important — we make our 
neighbourhoods better for all.
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Who’s involved in  
developing the proposal?

The City and The 519 are working together to complete the 
feasibility study for new facilities and park space.

The City’s Parks, Forestry & Recreation division seeks to provide 
every Torontonian access to quality recreation programs and 
facilities in their community. This project provides an opportunity 
to expand programs and spaces in Moss Park at a time when 
Toronto’s community and recreational facilities are in high — and still 
growing — demand. It also presents an opportunity to evaluate the 
offerings that are available now, assess what local residents want 
and make sure their needs are being met by developing a shared 
community vision. 

As a partner in this project, The 519 brings a history of collaboration 
and relationship-building with local residents and services, as well 
as expertise in fundraising that it has developed as an Association 
of Community Centres (AOCC) facility. (AOCCs receive money for 
administrative operations and raise money through fundraising, 
productive enterprise and government grants to pay for programs 
and services.) The 519 also has a wealth of experience creating 
spaces that are equitable and accessible. It has worked for decades as 
a City agency dedicated to the health, happiness and full participation 
of the LGBTQ2S (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, Queer/Questioning, 
2-Spirit) community and has many years of experience working with 
marginalized and vulnerable communities. As a More Moss Park 
partner, The 519 will help the City develop innovative new models 
for inclusion, fundraising and community development that can be 
applied to other facilities in Toronto. 

What are the timelines  
for building new facilities? 

Plans and a timeline will be developed after a 
number of important steps:

1. After the public consultation ends on Sept. 

30, project partners will write a report on the 

results of the feasibility study.

2. The report is expected to be made public and 

considered by City Council at the end of 2016.

3. If approved by Council, a funding plan will  

be developed that includes a capital 

fundraising campaign.

4. Timelines for fundraising and construction 

will be developed.

Feasibility Study Timelines

TALK WITH 
COMMUNITY

DESIGN WITH 
COMMUNITY

WRITE 
REPORT

PRESENT TO 
COUNCIL

What Would Happen Next...

REFINE DESIGN AND 
DEVELOP PROGRAM

CONSTRUCTION OPEN

June July Aug Sept Oct Dec

2017 and onwards
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The Moss Park neighbourhood:  
a snapshot 

Moss Park is a diverse community that’s undergoing considerable 
change as new development brings more Torontonians to the 
neighbourhood. Traditionally, the area has been relatively low 
income, and many residents have less stable housing. About 66% 
live in highrise buildings (25% more than the city average), typically 
as renters, and often in subsidized housing. There are more than 
3,000 social housing units in the area. Single detached homes are 
out of reach for most residents: only 1% currently live in them.

Many people in Moss Park live alone, 
especially seniors: more than 50% live by 
themselves.

Moss Park has a significant population of 
people who are experiencing homelessness, 
mental health issues, substance abuse issues 
or are underhoused. Several shelters and 
organizations that serve this community are 
located in the neighbourhood. Many indigenous 
organizations are also housed in the area. 

Top 5 other languages spoken at home

Spanish

Chinese

Amharic

Arabic

Cantonese

Household income 
Moss Park vs. City of Toronto Average

30%

19%

Less than
$20,000/yr

Moss Park

Citywide

Housing by building type 
Moss Park vs. City of Toronto Average

Single  
detached  

homes

1%Moss Park

26%Citywide

Apartment 
5+ storeys

66%Moss Park

41%Citywide

Moss Park

$$

¡Hola!

Source: City of Toronto, 2011. The City’s research defines Moss Park as the area bounded 
by Carlton Street to the north; Front Street to the south; Jarvis Street to the west and 
Parliament Street to the east; it also includes the area between Queen Street East and 
Eastern Avenue west of the Don River.

The neighbourhood includes residents with 
wide-ranging ethnocultural backgrounds; while 
82% report speaking English at home, other 
languages frequently cited include Spanish, 
Amharic, Mandarin and Cantonese. 

Many Moss Park residents have lived in the 
neighbourhood for decades and have deep 
connections with John Innes Community 
Centre and the surrounding park areas. 
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Current users of Moss Park facilities
Registered recreation program users in 2015 

Age breakdown

76,000
visits last year

18,900 visits to the pool

18,000 visits to the weight room

12,400 visits to the games room

As one of the first community centres in 
Toronto to offer no-fee programming, John Innes 
has been providing free programs to generations 
of Moss Park residents. Recreation programs 
for children are in huge demand — more than 
60% of 2014 registrations were for children aged 
12 and under (and an additional 9% were 
youth registrations). Adults represented about 
23% of recreation program users; seniors 
represented 4%.

Swimming, fitness and wellness, and arts 
and heritage are the most popular course 
offerings. At Moss Park Arena, learn-to-skate 
programs and a free house league program 
are big draws for local residents. 

Children and families tend to use the park and 
facilities most often on weekends, while during 
the week, visitors tend to be older. There are 
more men than women in Moss Park, both 
as residents (they’re 58% of the Moss Park 
population) and as park users. 

John Innes Community Centre  
By the numbers

4% seniors aged 60+ 16% children under 6

48% children 6-12 

9% youth 13-24 

23% adults 25-59 

Notable groups that use the park regularly 
include underhoused people and sex 
workers. Members of the LGBTQ 
community are active users of Moss Park 
Arena, which is home to one of North 
America’s largest lesbian and lesbian-
positive hockey leagues. 

An important goal of this project is to 
remove barriers to participation to ensure 
that marginalized communities feel a sense 
of ownership over the new facilities and 
park space, including LGBTQ2S people, 
racialized Torontonians, and residents from 
all cultures and religious backgrounds. 
Community and recreation centres play 
an important role in helping support and 
build healthy communities; creating spaces 
that are welcoming for all benefits not only 
individuals, but the city overall.
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Consultation overview 

Three phases:

The More Moss Park public consultation has three phases (launch, 
design and refine), each one offering the community an opportunity 
to provide input on emerging designs and plans. Consultation 
activities include public meetings and themed discussions, as well 
as focus groups and targeted conversations with service agencies 
and organizations, local groups and associations, and communities 
who are vulnerable and marginalized.

Consultation activities are organized by the Community Engagement 
Team, which includes five Community Organizers from The 519 
who are working to engage and build relationships with Moss Park 
communities. Strategic partners, including the Moss Park Arena 
Board, have also provided input.

This report describes activities and themes emerging from the 
launch phase and first half of the design phase. The launch phase 
focused on introducing the consultation process to people who 
use John Innes Community Centre, Moss Park Arena, and the park 
space around them, as well as those who live, work, volunteer or 
receive services nearby who may not yet use the facilities and 
spaces. The design phase begins to explore early design concepts.

LAUNCH (May-early June)

Begins conversations with residents 
and local communities; gathers 
initial ideas

DESIGN (June-July)

Explores emerging design ideas 
with community members; shares 
early site design concepts

REFINE (August-September)

Improves site design concepts based 
on public advice; refines design 
features and program approaches

CONSULTATION REPORT (fall 2016)

The report to City Council will be 
shared with the community. City 
council must approve any proposal for 
redeveloping the park, community 
centre and arena. 

LAUNCH (May — early June)

Begins conversations with residents,  
local communities and stakeholders; 
gathers initial ideas

DESIGN (June — July)

Explores emerging design ideas with 
community members; shares early 
site design concepts

REFINE (August — September)

Improves site design concepts based 
on community input; refines design 
features and program approaches

CONSULTATION REPORT  

(End of 2016)

The report to City Council will 
be shared with the community. 
City Council must approve any 
proposal for redeveloping the park, 
community centre and arena.



16          —        More Moss Park Interim Report: What We’re Learning

> 1,000 Conversations So Far 

While by no means complete, the reach of the consultation activities 
conducted to date is extensive. About 775 people contributed ideas 
and advice as registered participants in public meetings, focus 
groups, phone interviews and discussions at service organizations, 
shelters, community drop-ins and programs and events at John 
Innes Community Centre and Moss Park Arena. Several hundred 
more have joined informal conversations at information tables 
staffed by Community Organizers at John Innes and other locations 
in the area. Key highlights follow.

May Community Roundtable

On May 31, More Moss Park hosted a Community Roundtable that 
began with an overview of the project and consultation process 
and a Q&A with Janie Romoff, General Manager, Parks, Forestry 
and Recreation, and Maura Lawless, Executive Director of The 519. 
After the presentation, attendees joined small discussion groups 
and shared ideas and perspectives on what they’d like to see in new 
facilities and park space — including what they’d like to keep. 

Attendance: 120 participants

June Facilities Design Workshop

More Moss Park and MJMA, the architects leading the More Moss 
Park design team, hosted a facilities design workshop on June 6. The 
evening began with a brief overview of the project and consultation 
process and a Q&A with David J. Miller, a partner with MacLennan, 
Jaunkalns Miller Architects.  Attendees then joined small, themed 
discussions that focused on specific facility uses — topics included 
arena use, aquatics, athletics, change rooms and park and landscape 
— and shared ideas and perspectives. 

Attendance: 105 participants

Participant demographics:

775
registered 

participants

How old are participants?
Age breakdown (618)

18% aged 0-14

22% aged 25-44

12% aged 65+ 8% aged 15-24

34% aged 45-64

Which facilities do they use?
Community centre, arena, park

87% 
live, work, volunteer, or receive  

services near Moss Park

82% 
do use the 

current facilities

18% 
don’t use the 

current facilities

6% had no response

70% used at least one

47% use park space

41% use John Innes Community Centre

25% use Moss Park Arena
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Focused conversations: 

People use Moss Park in many different ways, accessing programs 
and amenities based on how and where they live and according 
to individual interests. More Moss Park has organized focused 
discussions to engage a diverse range of Moss Park communities, 
including Toronto Community Housing residents, trans community 
members, local youth, indigenous groups, Arena hockey league 
organizers, service agencies, shelters, residents associations, 
local businesses and others.  

This report marks only the beginning of an extensive process of 
community outreach and consultation. During the months ahead, 
more work will be done to build and deepen community relationships, 
with a particular focus on engaging indigenous communities, families 
with children, isolated seniors, youth and sex workers.

Sessions to date include: 

• 3 public meetings

• 14 focus groups at social service agencies, 

drop-ins and shelters

•  10 meetings with neighbourhood 

associations, co-ops and community 

housing residents

•  3 focus groups with members of the 

Indigenous community

• 12 discussions with league organizers and 

users of the arena and community centre

An online survey 
launched on June 30, 
asking respondents 
to identify priorities 
for improved facilities 
and programming. As 
of July 22, about 440 
responses had been 
received.  Results will 
be compiled in our final 
consultation report.

• 2 focus groups with members of the trans 

community

• 30 interviews with local businesses

• 3 classroom discussions in local schools

•  3 discussions with seniors and senior service 

providers 

• 1 community clean-up & 1 community skate
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Community organizers in action: 

More Moss Park’s Community Organizers say they are often asked to 
explain the point of public consultation, because all too often, public 
meetings and discussions take place, people share ideas and advice, 
but don’t see their perspectives reflected in final plans. 

This consultation is taking a strategic approach to ensure that the 
voices of the community and significant stakeholders are front and 
centre in the decision-making process. “People have ideas about 
everything, from where the trash cans should go to what types of 
governing models should be used,” says Curran, one of the five 
Community Organizers hired by The 519 to ensure that consultation 
activities include everyone in the neighbourhood. “When I get asked, 
‘What are you doing and why are you talking to me,’  my answer is, ‘I 
want to hear your thoughts. It’s my belief that your insights can make 
a difference in the long-term future of this project.’”

Since the project began in May, Curran and Barb, Shava, Jaymie and 
Susan have drawn on their strong ties within Moss Park communities 
to speak with more than 800 people. They’ve conducted dozens of 
focus groups and phone interviews in five languages, handed out 
flyers inside more than a dozen social service organizations and 
shelters, surveyed sex workers at night and teamed up with the 
community to clean up the park.

They’ve also reached out to residents and service users on issues 
that range from community gardens to safe spaces for women, and 
consulted with co-op boards, equity organizations, recreational sports 
leagues, school boards and other community organizations. Their 
latest activity: a design challenge for children who are interested in 
sharing their vision for Moss Park through drawings.

Throughout the summer, they’ll continue focused outreach efforts 
to groups including indigenous organizations, schools, food access 
organizations, sports and recreational leagues and others.
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What are we learning? 

Conversations with Moss Park communities are ongoing, and 
ideas are still being explored and tested. The following themes 
are highlighted as a way to capture early insights and deepen 
discussions that will continue through the end of September.

Most of those we’ve talked to have told us they’re excited to see 
the park, the community centre and the arena redeveloped; many, 
however, believe it will be difficult to meet the diverse needs of all 
nearby residents and current users, and some worry about whose 
needs will be given preference.

Most people we’ve spoken to who use the current facilities say 
they are excited about the possibility of better programs and 
spaces. People who don’t currently use them have also expressed 
enthusiasm for the project and said that improvements designed 
to make the facilities more accessible and welcoming would make 
them more inclined to use them. (Reasons cited for not using Moss 
Park spaces include concerns about safety, lack of knowledge about 
what’s on offer, accessibility barriers and challenges registering for 
programs). About 18% of the consultation participants live/work/
volunteer or receive services within one kilometre of the site but say 
they don’t use the facilities or park. 

Even though the community centre, arena and park are valued 
places, many feel they could be designed and programmed to 
better serve local communities. There is an acknowledgment that 
different groups have different needs; Moss Park can’t necessarily 
be all things to all people, and some express serious worry about 

whose needs will be given priority. 
While many people say they believe 
that a redeveloped Moss Park must 
serve the needs of those who have 
the least access to community space 
and recreational opportunities, most 
also suggest that the new facilities 
shouldn’t serve them exclusively; there 
are important opportunities to build 
bridges and establish a stronger sense 
of community. 

Many local residents, particularly those 
with low incomes, believe their needs 
and those of people who are most 
marginalized should be prioritized over 
the needs of those who travel from 
other neighbourhoods to use Moss Park 
facilities. They know that new, improved 
facilities will see greater demand, 
and they worry that access to them 
won’t necessarily be equitable. These 
concerns go beyond design issues and 
relate to programming and scheduling 
choices, which many people would like 
to know more about.

General 
perceptions  
of the project

??
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Most residents have told us that concerns about safety create 
major barriers to using the current facilities and park spaces; 
they hope a redeveloped Moss Park will use great design, quality 
programming and effective community building to increase 
feelings of safety and security.

Safety is the most commonly cited concern 
among people who use the park and its 
facilities — and it’s a frequent issue mentioned 
by those who don’t. Some residents told us 
they find  the number of people congregating 
outside the Sherbourne Street entrances to 
John Innes and the Arena intimidating. Many 
of the shelter users say the number of people 
on Sherbourne Street can cause undesired 
conflict; they’d like to have better spaces within 
the park to relax and enjoy the green space and 
outdoor park features.

Some of those we’ve spoken with said they 
felt unsafe inside John Innes because of poor 
sightlines, cramped hallways and poorly designed 
changerooms. Sightlines and lighting were also 
mentioned as safety issues in the park.

When issues of safety arise, those we’ve spoken 
with often describe complicated relationships 
with the police and their presence in Moss Park. 
While many people said they would like to feel 
more secure, there were different responses to 
the role of police presence in the facilities and 
park space. Issues raised included concerns 
about overpolicing and racialized police violence 
and carding. Some felt it best to improve safety 

Many residents hope that the design 
and programming of new facilities will 
make them more open and accessible; 
currently, many perceive barriers to use.

Easy, relatively unrestricted access to 
facilities — particularly washrooms — is 
something many people say they would 
like to see. The current design of John 
Innes, which requires visitors to pass by 
a reception desk, makes some visitors 
feel unwelcome or excessively scrutinized 
when they enter and exit. Some residents, 
particularly those who are underhoused or 
who engage in sex work, said they would 
like nighttime/early morning access to 
washrooms and showers. Some also said 
that multiple entrances and exits would 
provide greater freedom of movement 
and less of a feeling of being “policed.” 
Overall, welcoming, barrier-free design 
could help convey that the new facilities 
are for everyone and invite people in. 
(Some people said they weren’t aware 
that John Innes was a community centre, 

for instance; others didn’t know what 
the Arena was.) The stairs that visitors 
need to climb to access John Innes are 
particularly challenging for many seniors 
and other less mobile residents.

Many residents also talked about the 
lack of information re: programs, services 
and opportunities; they also expressed 
concern about registration practices 
that were challenging and in some cases 
made programs inaccessible: online 
booking, for instance, doesn’t work for 
people who don’t have computers, and 
many programs fill up so quickly that 
offline registration isn’t possible. Another 
frustration cited by many: Moss Park’s free 
programs are often oversubscribed, yet 
many of the people who register for them 
don’t ever show up.

Safety and 
security

Accessibility

without involving police; on-site security was 
sometimes suggested as a solution. Some 
people who felt more comfortable with police 
recommended more involvement by them in 
Moss Park spaces, while others felt that an 
increased police presence would lower their 
sense of security and belonging. On-site security 
(as opposed to increased police presence) 
was one potential solution that people often 
agreed on during group discussions.  Similarly, 
many groups reached consensus around ‘opt-
in’ safety measures such as ‘Emergency’ or 
‘Panic’  buttons that give individuals or groups 
the option of signaling for assistance or security 
if they feel their safety is compromised. Many 
residents talked about how they felt that a more 
lively park space — filled with more events, 
neighbours and opportunities for recreation — 
would feel more safe and welcoming and would 
lessen the need for formal security measures. 

Some Moss Park residents also told us they feel 
intimidated or uncomfortable by the nearby 
Armoury due to factors that include its gated, 
unwelcoming and generally “cold” presence. 
Some felt landscaping, facility siting and 
design features could help hide the Armoury or 
change the dynamic between the two sites.
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Service disruptions and displacement are a major worry for many; 
regular users of Moss Park facilities expressed concern that they’ll 
have nowhere to go while the current site is being redeveloped.

Even among people who are excited about the possibility of new 
facilities, strong concerns exist about Moss Park residents being 
left with no recreational spaces during construction. Many people 
said they had no other options for a gym, pool or green space and 
expressed hope that as much of the site as possible could be kept 
open for as long as possible.

For many residents, Moss Park’s public spaces serve as an 
extension of their homes; they say they hope for more open, 
flexible spaces where people can meet, gather, eat and work.

Community centres provide much-needed spaces for meeting and 
socializing outside of the home, especially in areas where living 
arrangements are unstable or cramped. Many residents expressed 
a desire for the new facilities to provide spaces like these. One 
focus group participant said she’d like “a big living room” at John 
Innes Community Centre, “where people can hang out.” Many 
residents made similar comments, expressing desires for spaces 
that could be used for a variety of needs that include working 
at a computer, job-hunting, having lunch or snacks, and holding 
meetings, presentations and group activities. Flexible spaces that 
can be adapted to the needs of individuals or groups would enable 
people to use the park and facilities to get things done, create things 
together and build stronger relationships within the Moss Park 
community. Young people were especially interested in spaces for 
relaxing and socializing; many said they hoped to see a dedicated 
youth area in the new facilities. Some residents also expressed a 
need for quiet, contemplative spaces that can be used for meditation 
and religious practices, among other things. 

Food is cited by many people as a community builder, a factor in 
good health, and a possible source of income; they hope to see 
facilities that help residents access, prepare and store food.

Food is frequently cited in conversations about Moss Park 
facilities, in many different contexts. Some residents want to be 
able to grow their own food, and value the community garden 
plot; many say they’d like a place to prepare, cook and store food, 
either for themselves or to generate income. Many see potential 
for food-based micro-businesses that could rely on commercial-
grade kitchen facilities. 

Others say they’d like to be able to buy food on the premises, 
particularly fresh, healthy items, since grocery stores are lacking 
in the area. Overall, food security is a recurring theme that many 
hope the new facilities will help address.

Service 
interruptions

Food  
security

Communal 
spaces
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Growing demand for sports facilities in Toronto creates pressure 
for Moss Park facilities to meet the needs of not only local 
residents, but regional users too. Some people wonder how new 
spaces and programming will balance the needs of each.

Sport enthusiasts are becoming increasingly accustomed to 
traveling across the city to play games wherever they can find time 
and space, and many of them end up traveling to Moss Park. Many 
people cited hockey, in particular, as a draw for Torontonians from 
other neighbourhoods, since ice is relatively scarce and in high 
demand. Moss Park Arena is one of the only indoor rinks available 
in the downtown core. Many arena users have been using the 
facility for decades and would like to see more ice available, as well 
as more parking spaces. 

The arena also serves the local community, with many participants 
in the large learn-to-skate program and Saturday kids hockey league 
coming from the nearby area. Many residents told us, however, that 
they didn’t know about the arena or its programs—some said they 
didn’t even know it was a public facility. Many mention an interest 
in skating, but lack opportunities to learn or the finances to pay for 

programs and equipment. Others travel to Nathan Phillips Square 
in the winter, where skates can be rented. Given the opportunity 
to learn — through lower-cost programming or equipment rental 
opportunities — many said they would be interested in skating.

The baseball field, another feature that draws Torontonians from 
surrounding neighbourhoods, generates a mixed response. Some 
local residents use it regularly, including a group of players who have 
experienced homelessness who participate in a league organized in 
partnership with local social service agencies. Other local residents 
tell us they rarely use the diamond, and say baseball games are a 
barrier to park use since wayward balls can be dangerous to people 
walking in the area. (Similar comments were made about tennis 
balls.) Further investigation is needed to determine whether the 
needs of baseball players could be accommodated at a nearby park. 

LGBTQ sports and recreation league participants also travel from 
other neighbourhoods to use Moss Park facilities. About 70% of 
them rely on City of Toronto facilities for space; 50% say they’re on 
wait lists for availability.

Sports 
facilities
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• Squash courts

• Crisis alert buttons

• Water fountains

• Quiet space/meditation/prayer room

• Cellphone charging stations

• Games room

• Bathing suit dryer

• Digital signs for info-posting

• Pathways to Education program

• Addiction counselling

• Mental health services

• Support groups

• Sex education courses

• Motivational speakers

• Longer hours

• Laundry facilities

• Barbecue area

• Safe sex clinic

• Moss Park resource book

• Community involvement in governance

• Local employment opportunities

• Warming and cooling centres

• Playground areas for toddlers as well as 

older children

• Outdoor ovens

• Bocci ball courts

• Safe needle disposal

• Supervised injection facility

• Swings for kids

• Swings for adults

• Computer room

• Shower facilities

• Gender-neutral change rooms

• Movie theatre

• Music room

• Smoking area

• Second ice pad

• More park paths

• Hot tub

• Climbing wall

• Rooftop sport facilities

• Pet pool

• Track for running/rollerblading

• Wifi access

• Library

• Tech access

• Shaded seating

• Secure bike parking and storage

• Physio services on site

• Foot doctor

• Foodbank

• Safewalk program

• More flowers

• Performing space

• Entertainment and cultural space

• Lots of windows

• Language programs for adults

• Parenting classes

• Air conditioning

• Off-leash areas for dogs

• Outdoor artwork

• Picnic tables

• Tax centre

• Snack bar

• A piano that’s tuned on a regular basis

• Air conditioning

• Bowling

• Roller skating

• Lockers

• Water slide

• Zipline

• Nap area

• Geothermal heating/sustainable design

• Outdoor games (cards, chess)

• Picnic tables

• Registered nurse on-site

Ideas we’ve heard 

People we’ve spoken to have endless ideas for new amenities for 
Moss Park. Some of the suggestions we’ve heard:  
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Design guidelines

The following guidelines have been developed in response to feedback 
received from public consultation.

Next steps 

While we have heard from many different people over the course of May 
and June, there are a number of groups we recognize require additional 
time for relationship-building and dialogue, including indigenous people, 
isolated seniors, youth, those who engage in sex work and families with 
children. We also recognize that local organizations — including local 
businesses and service providers — are important partners with whom 
we need to consult further. In the months ahead the participation team 
will be working to engage more deeply with these groups.

Rough design schematics informed by feedback from the community 
were presented at a second community roundtable on July 20. Phase 3 
(Refine) will consist of additional consultation activities focusing on further 
detailed discussion of design features, programming and the creation of 
mechanisms for ongoing community feedback, with the final community 
roundtable on Sept. 14.

Thanks to everyone who has participated so far! If you haven’t, 
there are still plenty of opportunities to share your ideas and 
help shape the vision for new facilities and park space.

Visit moremosspark.ca or call 416-355-6777 to find out how  
you can get involved.

Design spaces to be inclusive 

The new facilities and park areas will be 
welcoming to all, inviting members of all 
communities to enter, participate and feel a 
sense of ownership over all spaces

Make safety a priority 

The design team recognizes the right of all 
users to feel safe in Moss Park’s facilities 
and park areas. Design choices will focus on 
creating spaces that foster a sense of personal 
safety through features such as clear sightlines 
and lighting.

Minimize service disruption 

Designs will be developed with the goal of 
avoiding service disruptions and preserving the 
use of John Innes Community Centre and the 
Arena during any new construction.

Design spaces to be accessible 

Plans for the new facilities and park areas 
will prioritize accessibility by ensuring that 
people can use spaces freely and easily. Design 
choices will focus on creating spaces that 
invite use and provide barrier-free access with 
minimal restrictions.

Maximize green space—and potential uses of it 

Plans will endeavour to maintain the proportion 
of park and green space currently present on 
the site and facilitate a wide range of potential 
uses to reflect varying needs and interests.

Develop facilities with a reduced carbon impact

To reflect shared commitment to environmental 
sustainability, the architects will develop plans 
that minimize energy consumption and use low-
carbon-emitting or renewable energy sources to 
meet the remaining demand.



For more information and to sign up for 
email updates, visit moremosspark.ca  
or call 416-355-6777

@MoreMossPark
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