
Tonight we’re going to share our ideas for a summer-long 
conversation about the future of the John Innes Centre, 
Moss Park Arena and the park 

welcome
hey! thanks 
for coming!



peter macleod
host

this is the  
first of four  
public meetings 

this summer



• Talk about improving the programs, facilities and park 

• Share our ideas for connecting with the community  

• Talk about when and how City Council will decide 

• Introduce the project team and partners 

• Have a respectful conversation together 

• Answer your questions

TONIGHT:

we’re doing  
a feasibility 

study



kristyn wong-tam
toronto city councillor, ward 27

@kristynwongtam



Any plan that would reduce programming or make  
Moss Park less welcoming

Creating a community-based plan to improve existing 
programs, facilities and park space

WHAT THIS IS NOT ABOUT

WHAT THIS IS ABOUT



moss park is a 
special place for 
lots and lots and 
lots of people



Over 18,000 people live within 750 metres of the Park 

30% of households in Moss Park make less than $20,000 a year 

66% of Moss Park households live in high-rise apartments –  
25% more than the city average 

Many indigenous organizations are here, making Moss Park an important hub 
for the city’s indigenous residents 

Over 2,000 new housing units have been proposed or approved near the Park 

There are over 3,000 social housing units in Moss Park as well as 7 homeless 
shelters 

Over half of seniors in Moss Park live alone 

quick facts about the neighbourhood 



…had 75,000 visits last year, including 18,000 visits to the pool, 
17,000 visits to the weight room and 15,000 visits to the games 
room 

…hosts popular youth drop-ins and  summer camps, community 
events and a variety of sport programs and leagues  

The John Innes Community Centre… 

john innes and
  

the park host s
ports  

leagues for th
ose who have 

experienced ho
melessness

…is one of 39 City of Toronto community 
centres where programs are free



…include the Community Kitchen Garden, where 30 plots 
have been used to grow food for personal use and for 
donation to free meal providers nearby 

Moss Park’s Outdoor Spaces… 

the city acquir
ed  

moss park and a
llan gardens 

from a prominent toronto 

family in 1901

…host regular visits from outreach 
services like the Sherbourne Health 
Bus, where people who are homeless 
or under-housed can get nursing care



…Canada’s largest adult figure skating program 

…one of North America’s largest lesbian and lesbian-positive 
hockey leagues 

…one of Canada’s only free children’s hockey leagues — 
operating out of the Arena since 1977 

The Moss Park Arena is Home to… 



the community centre, arena and park provide 
important spaces and services for 
marginalized as well as low-income people  

any plan must continue to meet their  
needs and provide equitable and accessible 
recreation opportunities



John Innes Community Centre was first built in 1951  

Moss Park Arena was built in 1973  

Splash pads were added to the Park in 2002

the average toronto community  
centre is over 40 years old

toronto has 137 

community centres 

+ 10 AOCCs   



THE CITY OF TORONTO AND THE 519 HAVE 
PARTNERED TO CREATE A PROPOSAL FOR 
REDEVELOPING FACILITIES AND EXPANDING 
PROGRAMS IN MOSS PARK - 
WHILE PRESERVING PUBLIC OWNERSHIP, 
PROGRAMS, AND JOBS



together we want to design 
a great urban park and 
community space 

Maura Lawless 
Executive Director 
The 519 

Janie Romoff 
General Manager 
City of Toronto Parks,  
Forestry and Recreation 



• Acts as the steward of the 
land and facilities 

• Plan programs and services 
based on  community needs 
and city-wide trends 

• Forms partnerships to 
expand programs and 
facilities 

THE CITY OF TORONTO:
• As an ‘AOCC’ Community 

Centre, The 519 can play a 
special role 

• Has expertise creating 
equitable and accessible 
spaces 

• Has a history of partnership- 
and relationship-building with 
local residents and services

THE 519:

Together we share a commitment to responding to local needs 
and ensuring accessible and equitable recreation opportunities 
for all



So we need to talk  
about the future  
We also need a plan that 
City Council can consider 

later this autum
n  

city council will 

review and consider 

our proposal



JUNE JULY DEC

PRESENT TO 
COUNCIL

TALK WITH 
COMMUNITY

DESIGN WITH 
COMMUNITY

AUG SEPT OCT

feasibility study timelines

WRITE 
REPORT



we’ve created a participation & 
design team to meet with residents 
and stakeholders, host public events 
and develop a design proposal



Ways You Can Get Involvedways you can get involved
facilities workshop 
online survey 
mid-summer roundtable 
september roundtable 
walkabouts, community 
events, information table  
and community focus groups we need your  

ideas and insigh
ts 

to make this plan  
a success

june 6 
coming soon! 
July 20 
september 14 
all  
summer  
long 

moremosspark.ca



Ways You Can Get Involvedwe’ll be posting summaries on our 
website and documenting this 
process in our feasibility study + 
we will be checking in during 
major public meetings so you can 
help guide our progress



JUNE DEC

TALK DESIGN

steps to the decision
Feasibility Study prepared by 
City staff 

Made public and considered 
by a Committee of Council 

If approved by committee, 
then considered by City 
Council 

If approved by Council, a 
funding plan would be 
developed that includes a 
capital fundraising campaign 

Capital Plan and timeline for 
redevelopment and service 
redeployment developed 

Step 1: 

Step 2: 

Step 3: 

Step 4: 

Step 5: 

PRESENT TO 
COUNCIL



JUNE

TALK DESIGN PRESENT TO 
COUNCIL

REFINE DESIGN, DEVELOP 
PROGRAMMING + RAISE FUNDS

what would happen next… 

DEC



COUNCIL CONSTRUCTIONREFINE OPEN 

what would happen next…



tonight is the start  
of a conversation



YOU HAVE QUESTIONS FOR US AND 
WE HAVE 12 QUESTIONS FOR YOU



1. What’s your connection to the Moss Park 
neighbourhood? 

2. How do you currently use the Moss Park Arena 
or the John Innes Community Centre? 

3. Is there anything that gets in the way of you 
using these facilities in the way you would like? 

4. How do you currently use the park? 

5. Is there anything that gets in the way of you 
using the park in the way you would like? 

6. How would you suggest the City and The 519 
expand the existing facilities? 

7. How would you suggest the City and The 519 
expand recreation programs and services? 

8. How would you suggest the City and The 519 
add to the park’s outdoor features? 

9. How can the recreation facilities, programs  
and park space be more accessible and 
welcoming for you? 

10. How can the recreation facilities, programs  
and park space be accessible and welcoming 
for everyone in the community? 

11. Is there anything you believe the City and The 
519 should definitely avoid when creating the 
plan to expand recreation facilities and add to 
the park? 

12. Is there anything you believe the City and the 
519 should definitely include when creating the 
plan to expand recreation facilities and add to 
the park?

discussion questions 45 minutes



Get updates at moremosspark.ca

join us here on  
monday, june 6th, at 6:30  
for our facilities workshop

http://moremosspark.ca

